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Immigrant Rights State Policy Agenda 2000

California Must Guarantee a Safety Net for All Californians

State Food and Nutrition Program (AB 2417 – Firebaugh) – Maintain the California Food Assistance Program (CFAP) for all eligible immigrants, regardless of date of entry.  If families cannot obtain nutritional assistance, their children will go hungry. Without new legislation, this program will sunset for some of these immigrants in September 2000.

State Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Program (AB 2417 – Firebaugh) – Maintain the Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI), a state program that offers benefits to seniors and people with disabilities who are no longer eligible for federal SSI.  California must maintain a safety net for all eligible immigrants, regardless of date of entry. Without new legislation, this program will sunset for some of these immigrants in September 2000.

California Must Guarantee the Health of All Californians

Healthy Families (AB 2415 – Migden and SB 92 – Hayden) – Allow legal immigrant children to enroll in Healthy Families, regardless of date of entry.  Discontinuing coverage for children will pose a tremendous setback for current efforts to encourage enrollment in health programs in immigrant communities.  Children who enter on or after August 22, 1996, will lose their health coverage after only 12 months, unless legislation is enacted this year.

California Must Guarantee Equal Access to Services

Language Access (SB 1246 – Escutia) – Ensure proper implementation and enforcement of the Dymally-Alatorre Bilingual Services Act.  Since 1973, this Act requires state and local agencies to offer their services in languages other than English when there is a significant need.  However, despite existing law, many Californians still do not receive information and services in languages that they understand.

California Must Maintain Existing Rights and Services for Immigrants

Driver’s License (AB 1463 – Cedillo) – Allow immigrants in the process of adjusting to a lawful immigration status to apply for driver’s licenses.  Unlicensed, untrained, and uninsured drivers raise costs for everyone.

Higher Education (AB 1197 – Firebaugh) – Allow California students in the process of adjusting to a lawful immigration status to pay for in-state tuition to attend state community colleges or public universities if they meet other requirements.  These bright and talented students are effectively locked out of college because they cannot afford out-of-state tuition costs.

Stop “Son of 187” – Anti-immigrant groups are gathering signatures to place an initiative similar to Proposition 187 on the November ballot.  California must end divisive, wedge-issue politics.       

Reverse Former Governor Wilson’s Executive Order – Wilson’s Executive Order threatened to place immigration screens and restrictions in over 200 state programs.  Some agencies issued regulations asking every Californian to show his or her birth certificate, passport, or immigration document in order to apply for their program.  The Order must be rescinded and the regulations must be halted.

California Must Maximize Federal Dollars

State Funds for Naturalization – Fund naturalization assistance programs developed by community-based organizations to help people become U.S. citizens.

Federal Advocacy – Advocate at the federal level to reverse policies that unfairly target immigrants by restoring benefits for immigrants.
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