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California Immigrant Welfare Collaborative

 926 “J” Street, Suite 701    (  Sacramento, CA  95814

Phone (916) 448-6762 ( Fax (916) 448-6774

Immigrant Rights State Policy Agenda 2001

(  Maintain a Safety Net for Immigrants:

California Food Assistance Program (CFAP) & Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI)

AB 989 (Chan and Cedillo): Delete the sunset dates and maintain the California Food Assistance Program (CFAP) and Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI) for eligible immigrants, regardless of date of entry.  Without new legislation, immigrants who entered the U.S. on or after August 22, 1996 will lose essential benefits on September 30, 2001.  The majority of CFAP recipients are working but earning wages that are low enough to qualify for food stamps.  Maintaining CAPI benefits will protect our most vulnerable residents: seniors and persons with disabilities. 

(  Guarantee the Health of All Californians:

Healthy Families Program

Allow uninsured, low-income parents, whose children are covered by either Healthy Families or Medi-Cal, to enroll in the Healthy Families program, regardless of their date of entry.  California must enhance efforts to enroll working families by streamlining the application process, eliminating the assets test, and providing continuous eligibility for parents.  The Administration has submitted an initial waiver request to the federal government to cover uninsured adult parents in Healthy Families.  

(  Ensure Equal Access to Rights and Services:

Dymally-Alatorre Bilingual Services Act

SB 987 (Escutia): Ensure proper implementation and enforcement of the Dymally-Alatorre Bilingual Services Act.  Since 1973, the Act has required state and local agencies to offer their services in languages other than English when there is a significant need.  In 1999, the State Bureau of Audits found that only 2 of the 10 agencies it reviewed were aware of their responsibility to translate materials.  Despite existing state law, many Californians do not receive information and services in a language that they understand.  

(  Invest in California’s Future:

Higher Education

AB 540 (Firebaugh): Allow California high school graduates to pay in-state tuition and qualify for financial assistance to attend public colleges and universities, regardless of their immigration status.  These bright and talented students are effectively locked out of college because they cannot afford out-of-state tuition costs.

(  Protect the Rights and Safety of All Californians:

Driver’s License

AB 60 (Cedillo): Allow immigrants who are applying for a lawful immigration status to apply for a driver’s license.  Unlicensed, untrained, and uninsured drivers raise costs for everyone.  The California Immigrant Welfare Collaborative supports driver’s licenses for all immigrants, regardless of status, to protect the rights and safety of immigrants and all Californians.  AB 60 is a first step toward that goal.

(  Examine Barriers to Access:

Fingerprint Imaging

Examine the cost-effectiveness of the Statewide Fingerprint Imaging System (SFIS), which requires food stamps and CalWORKs applicants to be fingerprinted and photographed.  These burdensome requirements, such as the imposition of the fingerprinting requirement on non-applicant household 

members, deter immigrant families and their eligible children from seeking vital assistance.
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