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Immigrant Rights State Policy Agenda 2002

April 30, 2002

(  Guarantee the Health of All Californians

Child Health and Disability Prevention Program - Maintain and utilize the Child Health and Disability Prevention (CHDP) program to more effectively streamline eligible children into Medi-Cal and Healthy Families.  CHDP provides immunizations and health assessments for the early detection and prevention of diseases and disabilities for children, regardless of immigration status.  After originally proposing to eliminate funding for CHDP, the Administration instructed the Department of Health Services to preserve the existing CHDP program and design an Internet-based enrollment system (to be implemented in Spring 2003), which will help ensure that eligible children receive services through Medi-Cal and Healthy Families.

Healthy Families Program - Allow uninsured parents of children who are covered by Healthy Families or Medi-Cal to enroll in Healthy Families.  In January, the federal government approved California’s waiver request to expand health coverage to uninsured parents through Healthy Families.  Parents who are U.S. citizens or “qualified” immigrants would be eligible, regardless of their date of entry.  

(  Ensure Equal Access to Information and Services

Language Access: SB 987 (Escutia) – Ensure proper implementation and enforcement of the Dymally-Alatorre Bilingual Services Act.  Since 1973, the Act has required state and local agencies to offer their services in languages other than English when there is a significant need.  In 1999, the State Bureau of Audits found that only 2 of the 10 agencies it reviewed were aware of their responsibility to translate materials.  In December 2001, the State Personnel Board found that none of the 20 agencies it reviewed were in compliance with the Act.  Despite existing state law, many Californians do not receive appropriate and effective services in a language that they understand.  

Statewide Fingerprint Imaging System – Exempt non-applicant household members from the Statewide Fingerprint Imaging System (SFIS), which requires food stamps and CalWORKs applicants to be fingerprinted and photographed.  These burdensome provisions, such as the imposition of the fingerprint requirement on family members who are not seeking benefits on their own behalf, deter immigrant families and their eligible children from seeking vital assistance.

(  Protect the Safety and Security of All Californians

Driver’s License: AB 60 (Cedillo) – Allow immigrants who are applying for a lawful immigration status to apply for a driver’s license.  Unlicensed, untrained, and uninsured drivers jeopardize public safety and raise costs for everyone.  The California Immigrant Welfare Collaborative supports driver’s licenses for all immigrants, regardless of status, to protect the rights and safety of immigrants and all Californians.  AB 60 is a first step toward that goal.

(  Maximize Federal Dollars for California

TANF Reauthorization  - Advocate at the federal level to reverse policies that unfairly target working immigrants by restoring food stamps, health care, and other benefits to immigrants.  In January President Bush announced his support for immigrant restoration of food stamps.

Citizenship Funding  - Restore funding for the state Naturalization Services Program, which provides funding for local governments and community-based organizations to assist immigrants in obtaining U.S. citizenship.  The Governor’s proposed budget would reduce citizenship funding by nearly 70%, from the original current year budget of $6.5 million to $2 million in 2002-03.
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