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IMMIGRANT RIGHTS STATE POLICY AGENDA 2003

March 5, 2003

· Preserve the Safety Net: 

Governor’s Proposed Budget – Maintain vital services for seniors, low-wage workers, and immigrant families.  In January, the Governor proposed draconian cuts to programs that serve low-income, working families such as Medi-Cal, SSI, CalWORKs, and citizenship services.  In addition, Davis proposed a sweeping overhaul of numerous health and social services programs, including the California Food Assistance Program (CFAP) and Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI), under an $8.2 billion “realignment” plan.  California cannot afford to make short-sighted cuts to critical, life-saving programs that would jeopardize the health and well-being of thousands of Californians and cost the state more in the near future.

· Promote Healthy Kids and Healthy Communities:

Health Care for All Children – Explore federal, state, and local opportunities for extending health care coverage to all children, regardless of immigration status.  1.6 million children in California remain uninsured despite greater progress in recent years to increase health care access for children (UCLA, March 2002).  Several counties, including Santa Clara, San Francisco, and San Mateo, offer low-cost, comprehensive health coverage to all children.  California should provide quality, accessible health care to all children to facilitate greater access and enrollment of eligible children into available health care programs.  

· Ensure Economic Self-Sufficiency for Low-wage Workers:
Education & Job Training (SB 1001 – Escutia) – Create a pilot project to provide effective education and job training programs, including English language instruction, to low-wage workers.  This program would initially focus on low-wage immigrant workers who are approaching or who have reached their lifetime limit on CalWORKs.  In January, over 50,000 CalWORKs recipients reached their five-year time limit and lost their cash aid (California Budget Project).  California should help these workers, who have been steered into dead-end jobs with little opportunity for advancement, to gain meaningful employment and become fully self-sufficient.  An investment in these workers is an investment in California’s future.

· End Wasteful Spending:
Statewide Fingerprint Imaging System (AB 231 – Steinberg) – Among its other provisions, this bill would eliminate the Statewide Fingerprint Imaging System (SFIS), which requires food stamps and CalWORKs applicants, including those who are not seeking benefits on their own behalf, to be fingerprinted and photographed.  A recent State Audit questioned the cost-effectiveness of this program and suggested that SFIS may in fact undermine national outreach efforts to increase participation in the food stamps programs by eligible individuals.   California should eliminate this program and save the state more than $10 million each year. 

· Protect the Public Safety of All Californians:
Driver’s Licenses (SB 60 – Cedillo) – Allow all California residents to apply for a driver’s license, regardless of their immigration status.  Trained, tested, and insured drivers enhance public safety and reduce insurance costs for everyone.  By allowing all California residents to apply for a driver’s license and learn the rules of the road, SB 60 will improve the safety of our roads and protect the lives of all Californians. 

· Promote Civic Participation in Communities:
Naturalization Services Program – Maintain baseline level of funding for the Naturalization Services Program (NSP), which provides funding to local governments and community-based organizations to assist immigrants obtain citizenship.  The Governor proposes to eliminate all funding for the program starting in 2003-04. 
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