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ciwc Budget & Bill priorities for 2004

Immigrants play a vital role in California’s economy and in its social and cultural life. Immigrants comprise a third of our state’s workforce and help support California’s schools, public programs and infrastructure through their payment of local, state and federal taxes. Like other Californians, immigrant families need access to health care to remain productive, and a safety net to support them in difficult times.
Preserve the safety net for immigrants – The Governor’s budget proposals have targeted critical programs serving immigrants, including seniors, children, pregnant women and persons with disabilities. CIWC urges the Governor to preserve the state’s immigrant programs and to guarantee access to critical health care and social services for California’s immigrants, including:

· Medi-Cal preventive care, prenatal care, breast & cervical cancer treatment, long-term care.

· Healthy Families for recently arrived immigrant children.  

· California Food Assistance Program (CFAP).

· Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI) for seniors and persons with disabilities.

· CalWORKs for immigrants.
· California Veterans Cash Benefit Program (CVCBP) provides Filipino American WWII veterans the same level of benefits afforded other veteran seniors and veterans with disabilities.  
Expand access to health care for low-income immigrants- Immigrants in California are concentrated in low-wage jobs that rarely offer health coverage. CIWC supports efforts to expand access to health coverage for immigrants and their families. SB 921 (Kuehl) would ensure access to health coverage for all Californians through a state-sponsored single-payer plan; SB 2 (Burton) would require certain employment based health care coverage.  CIWC also supports efforts to eliminate disparities in the delivery of health care. AB 2324 (Chan) would require state programs to collect data on race, ethnicity, national origin and primary language of participants on a voluntary basis, and require the state to propose policies to help eliminate health disparities in California. 

Support educational advancement of immigrant workers- CIWC supports efforts to provide opportunities to immigrants through the CalWORKs program. SB 1639 (Alarcon) would allow the CalWORKs program to include English language proficiency as “vocational curriculum” and expand options under the welfare-to-work program, as well as other measures that support hard-working immigrants.

End burdensome barriers to state benefits programs-  AB 2013 (Steinberg) eliminates the Statewide Finger Imaging System (SFIS). The SFIS program requires CalWORKs and food stamp applicants, including parents who are applying only for their children, to submit photos and fingerprints. This unnecessary requirement imposes additional barriers on immigrant families who already may be reluctant to seek essential benefits, without reducing fraud. California could save approximately $11.4 million per year if it eliminated this wasteful program.  
Support access to driver’s licenses for all californians- Allow all California residents to apply for a driver’s license, regardless of their immigration status. Trained, tested and insured drivers enhance public safety and reduce insurance costs for everyone. SB 1160 (Cedillo) aims to provide access to driver’s licenses for immigrants. The details of this bill are not yet available. 
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