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In California, there are 2.7 million immigrants who are eligible to naturalize!, but there are not enough
services to assist them through a process that can be difficult and expensive.’ Naturalization is a key entry
point into full civic and political participation. As immigrants integrate into society, their investment in the
health of our schools, businesses and infrastructure increase.

Why now?

California’s naturalization rate of 53% is among the lowest in the nation.? Only 8 other states have lower rates
than California. If you look only at the six states that are the major destinations for immigrants, California has
a lower naturalization rate than all of them, except for Texas. With a modest investment into its naturalization
services, California would be able to take advantage of the benefits these new citizens bring.

What does AB 2060 do?
AB 2060 will strengthen the ability of immigrants to contribute to their communities as new citizens upon
naturalization by:

» Recognizing the continuing importance of the state-funded Naturalization Services Program (NSP) that
offers critical programs and services toward citizenship.

» Encouraging coordination of existing services through collaborative, community-based models that
have the capacity to reach California’s diverse immigrant communities.

Currently, it costs approximately $400 to apply for citizenship and applicants must have a working knowledge
of English and be able to pass a civics test that includes questions about U.S. history and how our government
functions. The “New Californians Act” will provide referrals for language training through citizenship programs
and services that can assist limited English proficient immigrants to adapt more quickly to their life in the
United States. Better English proficiency among immigrants has been linked to other measures of
achievement, including higher wages, increased job retention and better productivity on the job.*

California stands to benefit from higher naturalization rates:

Naturalization confers the right to vote and encourages immigrants to participate more fully in our civic and
political life. As immigrants integrate into our communities, their investment into the health of our schools,
businesses and neighborhoods increases. Immigrant entrepreneurs contribute significantly to our economy and
help make communities thrive. Citizenship helps keep immigrant entrepreneurs here, contributing to our state.

Our neighborhoods, communities and cities become stronger when all residents can participate in decisions
that affect them and their families. In California, the impact of non-citizens’ inability to participate in the
electoral process is profound. Data from the 2000 Census shows that California has at least 85 cities where
non-citizen adults make up more than 40% of the voting population. In Los Angeles, one in three adults is a
non-citizen>. The New Californians Act will help build the base of people who vote in California.
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