
California Immigrant Welfare Collaborative (CIWC)  

 
The California Immigrant Welfare Collaborative (CIWC) is a statewide 
partnership of the Asian Pacific American Legal Center of Southern 
California (APALC), Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles 
(CHIRLA), National Immigration Law Center (NILC), and Services, 
Immigrant Rights and Education Network (SIREN).  CIWC was formed in 
1996 in response to the passage of comprehensive federal immigration and 
welfare laws that profoundly affected immigrants.  

  

 
CIWC works directly in immigrant communities and with community based organizations, service 
providers and policy makers to advocate for the rights of low-income immigrants in California and 
to provide an integrated response to changes in laws and policies affecting immigrants’ access to 
public benefits. CIWC has three program areas: (1) policy analysis and advocacy; (2) technical 
assistance and training to service providers and community based organizations; and (3) 
community education. CIWC addresses issues that affect immigrants’ access to Medi-Cal, Healthy 
Families and other health care programs, California Food Assistance Program (CFAP), the Food 
Stamp Program, Cash Assistance Program for Immigrants (CAPI), Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI), and CalWORKs. CIWC policy coordinators advocate for state and local policies that protect 
immigrants’ access to public benefits and services, including those addressing the needs of 
immigrants who speak little or no English.   
 

 
CALIFORNIA IMMIGRANT WELFARE COLLABORATIVE 

1225 8th Street, Suite 590, Sacramento, CA 95814� (916) 448-6762 fax: 448-6774 
Jeannette Zanipatin, Statewide Policy Analyst� Felicia Martinez, Program Assistant 

Reshma Shamasunder, Director (based at APALC) 213 241-0273 
Oakland Office: 405 14th St., Suite 1400, Oakland, CA 94612� (510) 663-8282 

Isabel Alegria, Communications Director� Cary Sanders, Policy Analyst 

 
Coalition for Human Immigrant Rights of Los 
Angeles      
Executive Director: Angelica Salas 
2533 W. 3rd St. Suite 101 
Los Angeles, CA 90057 
State Policy Advocate: Joseph Villela 
Outreach & Education: Alvaro Huerta 
(213) 353-1333; (213) 353-1344 fax 
 

Asian Pacific American Legal Center  
 
Executive Director: Stewart Kwoh 
1145 Wilshire Blvd., 2nd Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
Project Director: Veronika Geronimo 
Policy Advocate:  Rupal Patel 
(213) 977-7500; (213) 977-7595 fax  
 

 
National Immigration Law Center 
Executive Director: Linton Joaquin 
3435 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 2850 
Los Angeles, CA  90010 
(213) 639-3900 ext. 114 
Staff Attorney, Oakland office: Tanya Broder 
(510) 663-8282; (510) 663-2028 fax 

Staff Attorney, LA Office, Sonal Ambegaokar 

 
Services, Immigrant Rights & Education 
Network 
Executive Director:  Patricia Diaz  
1425 Koll Circle, Suite 103 
San Jose, CA 95112 
Policy Director:  position vacant 
Program Manager: Martha Campos 
(408) 453-3003;  (408) 453-3019 fax 
 

 


