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             Immigrant Day





California Immigrant Welfare Collaborative

Asian Pacific American Legal Center ( Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles 

     National Immigration Law Center ( Services, Immigrant Rights and Education Network
Every year, the California Immigrant Welfare Collaborative (CIWC) sponsors Immigrant Day in Sacramento. This event, which usually takes place in May of each year, gathers together hundreds of immigrants and their advocates in California’s state capital to visit their legislators, and hear about issues, events and legislative proposals affecting immigrants.  People come from all parts of California to participate in Immigrant Day, and arrangements are made for overnight accommodations for participants from Southern California. Each year at Immigrant Day, participants gather for a rally on the Capitol steps where there are cultural presentations and a host of speakers, including state legislators, representatives of community organizations, faith-based groups, and unions.

“Immigrant Day is our way of showing the presence and influence of immigrants on our political, social and cultural life in California,” says CIWC Director Reshma Shamasunder. “Immigrant Day also gives immigrants and their advocates throughout the state a unique opportunity to visit Sacramento and see the inner workings of our state government and in some cases, meet their representatives.” Immigrant Day was first held in 1997, following the passage of the country’s immigration and welfare reform laws. Immigrants and their advocates gathered in Sacramento to communicate to California legislators their concern over the impact of restrictive federal laws limiting immigrant’s access to health and social services program. 

This year the theme of Immigrant Day was “Celebrating the Contributions of Immigrants to California.”  In addition to the regular Immigrant Day events, participants were able to attend a panel on the influence of immigrants on California and a press conference was held to release “Looking Forward: Immigrant Contributions to the Golden State,” a compilation of recent research findings on immigrants in California. 

To receive more information about Immigrant Day, join CIWC’s fax blast list. You can email Felicia Martinez at fmartinez@caimmigrant.org , with your contact information, call (916) 448-6762 Ext. 201, or visit www.caimmigrant.org
